
SATs information sheet  
 
The tests are delivered to school in sealed packs are opened no more 
than one hour before the test begins. The children take the tests in 
normal exam conditions, seated at opposite ends of the table and in 
silence. The class teacher will be in the room and available should the 
children have any questions. SATs week is Monday 9th - Thursday 12th 

May. 
 
Maths: 
Children will sit three papers in maths: 
• Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes 
• Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes per paper 
• Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where children have 
to give the correct answer to calculations, including long multiplication 
and division. Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, 
including: 

 Multiple choice 

 True or false 

 Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation, 
drawing a shape or completing a table or chart 

 Less constrained questions, where children will have to explain 
their approach for solving a problem 

 
English: 
The reading test will be a single paper with questions based on three 
passages of text. Your child will have one hour, including reading time, to 
complete the test. 
There will be a selection of question types, including: 
• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the order in 
which they happen in the story’ 
• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’ 
• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what the 
weather is like in the story’ 
• Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 
• Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once 
upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout this 
paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’ 
 



The children’s writing will not be tested by a specific writing task, but 
rather as part of our ongoing assessment.  
 
Science: 
The children will instead be given a teacher assessment based on their 
work throughout the year. A selection of schools across the country are 
picked at random for Science sampling tests, however the results of 
these are not published, and the school does not receive any feedback 
on the children’s scores in these. 
 
Marking: 
The tests are sent away to external markers, who award each test a 
point score. This is then translated into a scaled score for each subject. 
The results are usually sent to the school in early July. These results will 
be reported to you with your child’s end of year report. The government 
plans to introduce resits for year 7 pupils who did not achieve the 
expected Y6 standard in National Curriculum assessments (SATs).  
 
In addition to the SATs results, the end of year report will include a 
teacher assessment of whether your child is working at, above or below 
the expected level for Year 6 in Maths and English. These assessments 
are based on the teacher’s knowledge of the child’s performance 
throughout the year and across a range of activities and contexts. They 
provide a more rounded judgement of your child’s overall performance 
whereas the SATs test provides a snapshot on one day.  
 


